
Germoe Parish Council
D. Rutherford
Clerk to the Council

Germoe

TR20 9QU
telephone 07872 862232
GermoeParishClerk@hotmail.com
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday 07 December 2023, at 7:00, in Germoe Village Hall. 

Present:

Cllr Mrs G. Praed

Cllr Mrs J. Goddard



Cllr Mrs K. Doeser





Cllr G. Bell


Mr D. Rutherford (Clerk)


Visitor: CCllr John Keeling, Dennis Fryer
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr M. Peters Cllr Mrs V. Marshall
2 Declarations of Interest
A) in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.
3
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of previous meeting

Cllr G Bell proposed, Cllr J Goddard seconded and it was agreed by all that the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday November 09, 2023 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such.
4
MATTERS ARISING and not covered elsewhere on this agenda
Cllr K Doeser reported the 24 people including 3 Standard-bearers attending the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial. 
 5
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Dennis Fryer introduced himself and indicated he was attending with a view to potential seeking to join the Parish Council
6
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 

CCllr Keeling had earlier circulated the following report:
Please accept this report and if other issues arise in the 2 Parishes I will cover them as and when.

It has been an incredibly busy month with preparations for the Level 2 devolution deal awaited from central government. The deal arrived in the form of the Autumn statement on 22th of November with preparations for scrutiny of the deal on the 27th and the final decision by Cabinet on the 28th of November. The Cabinet accepted the deal (no Mayor) and the final acceptance as now been signed off. There were some 125 paragraphs within the deal and I provide a link to my scrutiny committee papers on the 27th of November.

The proposed deal includes:
Skills: Government will fully devolve the adult education budget from 2025, giving the Council control over how best to support adult learners, so we can make sure people have the right skills for the new industries developing in Cornwall, including those in the net zero economy. 
Green energy: The creation of a Cornwall Floating Offshore Wind (FLOW) Commission to bring clean energy to the shores of Cornwall and elsewhere quicker, enabling Cornwall to contribute to the delivery of the UK's targets for renewable generation.
Cornish culture: The deal means Cornwall Council will be able to attend meetings of the British-Irish Council alongside the UK Government as an advisor on matters relating to the Cornish language. It also includes a further £500,000 to support Cornish distinctiveness and the Cornish language. Cornish hedges even got a mention in terms of their importance as a significant Cornish features.

Agenda for Customer and Support Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee on Monday, 27th November, 2023, 3.00 pm - Cornwall Council - Agenda for Customer and Support Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee on Monday, 27th November, 2023, 3.00 pm - Cornwall Council
My scrutiny committee also met on the 5th of December to provide oversight of the quarter 2 performance management which gives an indication of savings, targets and overspends, plus more information on the capital programme and treasury management. The council sets its budget in February next year and we are still experiencing further overspends in various service areas including children’s home to school transport, and emergency accommodation. There is an increase in costs of £1.3m in street lighting amongst others. Nevertheless, we are a long way from any intervention by government and there is a positive assurance that we will achieve a balanced budget in February next year.

Equality, Diversity and inclusion have been very much a part of the work of my committee and a new strategy as been ratified for the period 2022-2026. A digital futures strategy as been put together to help transform the way we work, both in the council and with our partners and communities. it is probably true to say that digital has the potential to unlock much needed capacity that can be redirected to serve residents in areas where a more personal, human reaction is needed. Lots more work on this is needed and the programme can be viewed as “evolution rather than revolution”.

Locally, been answering emails from local people on various matters from flooding to planning matters. I mentioned the increase in cost of £1.3m of street lighting, so can’t see how a further light for Breage village is possible at the moment. Godolphin wish to pursue a Speedwatch team and I am helping them to set up something for the new year. Ideally, of course the teams should be parish wide, but if this gets off the ground, I can use it as a pilot for the future. I have had some interest from people in Breage Parish, so watch this space. I need to start really chasing up the A394 route review to ensure that promised road safety feature are installed asap. Good example of stupid driving opposite the fishing shop in Newtown with a vehicle firmly embedded in the hedge and trees. It beggars’ belief that this kind of driving happened and nobody was hurt. Incredible how it sounds but worth mentioning, even though it happened in Porthleven, two young girls driving out of the village towards Helston actually hit a sign and then the car somersaulted into someone’s garden and landed on its roof. The two girls got out with minor cuts and bruises. No matter how many safety features we install there’s no accounting for drivers like this.

On that note I will ask that questions are sent to me by email if possible.
Questions:

Cllr G Praed asked if CCllr Keeling could liaise with Cornwall Council seeking additional signage to deter HGV drivers from entering the village – CCllr Keeling agreed he would.

7
PARISH MATTERS
Presentation by Wildanet on roadworks in the Parish related to installing fibre cable to replace the existing copper ones – This presentation was cancelled by Wildanet due to staff sickness.
Council Precept Budget- The Clerk presented a suggested budget for next years Precept. This was roundly debated.

Cllr K Doeser proposed to set the precept at £15,000 for 2024/25, this was seconded by Cllr G Bell and agreed by all.
Neighbourhood Priorities consultation methods presentation 

Cllr G Bell presented a range of Methods by which the Parish Council could come up with a Neighbourhood Priorities Statement. After debate it was proposed by Cllr K Doeser and seconded by Cllr J Goddard and agreed by all to ask Cllr G Bell to pursue becoming a Pilot Scheme for Small Parishes led by Cornwall Council to facilitate this work. 

Update on options to discourage HGV drivers driving through the village.
This was covered by the question raised Cllr G Praed to CCllr J Keeling to seek additional signage at the entrance to the Village from the main road.

Vacancy in the Office of Councillor – position still open to applications
8
PLANNING 
Decisions received from the Planning Authority -
Application PA23/08090 Mr & Mrs A Charman Proposal Change of use of garage and extension to form annexe and office Hilltodden Millpool Goldsithney Penzance – Refused 27/11/2023
PA23/07522 | Demolition of existing barn and shed and construction of agricultural barn for storage of machinery & market garden storage | Chywoon Chywoon Lane Rosudgeon Penzance Cornwall TR20 9QN - Approved with conditions.
No new applications were received to discuss.
9
FINANCE
To approve payment of invoices received including the following: 






Total

Net

VAT

F, Wearne & Sons


Work on behalf of Council 

£312.00

£260.00

£52.00


Re-issue of Cheque (declined by bank due to mandate anomaly)

Cornwall ALC Ltd


An introduction to planning

£  36.00

£  30.00

£  6.00

R. Sanders



£ 120.00
£ 100.00
£ 20.00

Proposed by Cllr J Goddard, seconded by Cllr G Bell and agreed by all
Salaries

D. Rutherford – October

Salary 37 Hours x £12.63

£ 473.26
Telephone



£   10.00
Stationary



£   25.49
£ 21.66

£ 3.83
Postage




£     7.80

Home Office



£   20.00

Total




£ 536.55


D. Rutherford – November

Salary  45 Hours x £12.63

£ 568.35
Telephone



£   10.00
Stationary



£   24.40
£ 20.33
 
£ 4.07
Postage




£     3.75

Home Office



£   20.00

Total




£ 626.50

C.F.P. Chapman – 

Historical Backpay award

£210.00

Pay award 2023/2024

Increase of £1 an hour from April 1, 2023

£1.00 x 7 hours a week x 30 weeks 

Recalculation of gratuity payment 
£288.33

From Sept 1, 2002 to Oct 30, 2023 

Total




£498.33
Purchase of Laptop for Germoe Parish Council

Laptop For GPC Ownership

£628.96    
£524.13
 
£104.83
Including Lifetime Microsoft Office

3 Years Internet Security



Mouse for laptop


£     9.99
£     8.33
£    1.66

Total




£ 638.95

Proposed by Cllr G Bell, seconded by Cllr J Goddard and agreed by all.
10
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

A request had been received from Germoe PCC for a donation toward the upkeep of the Open and Closed Graveyards in the Village of Germoe. As a Parish Council we can only make donations under “Section 214(6) Local Government Act 1972” to Open Graveyards.

It was Proposed by Cllr K Doeser to make a £300 donation under this Act and seconded by Cllr G Bell and agreed by all
11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
Cllr J Goddard said she was still trying to determine which tree the Centenary Plaque belonged to and suggested a name of someone who would know. Cllr G Bell agreed to follow up with them
Cllr K Doeser raised the issue of a car which has been parked opposite to the Village Hall for almost 2 years. She has discovered it has been SORN and last MOT was August 2022. CCllr J Keeling advised he will follow up with the police.
Cllr K Doeser advised that Tregonning Hill had been bought by Cornish Heritage Trust and it was agreed by all that they be invited to attend a Parish Meeting to discuss future plans for the Hill.

12
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
Cllr G Praed read two moving letters from the former Clerk, thanking the Council for their kind words and leaving gifts and wishing them all the best for the future.
13
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Wildanet Presentation
Neighbourhood Priorities Pilot Scheme update
Update on options to discourage HGV drivers driving through the village.

Presentation by Cornwall Heritage Trust on Tregonning Hill purchase.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday January 04, 2023 at 7.00pm in Germoe Church
Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
Chairman’s initials…………..

            

440

