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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday 5th February 2026 at 7:00pm, Germoe Church Hall.

Present:         
Cllr K Doeser (Chair)

Cllr G Bell (Vice-Chair)

Cllr J Goddard




Cllr V Marshall


Cllr G Praed


Cllr J Hodgetts (CC)



Alec J Webb (Clerk)

Visitors:
12 Residents of Germoe Parish (Trewithen Terrace)

2 Representatives of Developer connected to Planning Application PA26/00144
1.
FIRE EVACUATION PROCEDURE

The Chair advised attendees on the evacuation procedure.
 2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

A) in items on the agenda – Cllrs Goddard and Marshall declared in interest as affected parties (residents of Trewithen Terrace) in respect of agenda item 10; both took no part in the discussion and did not vote on the resolution.

B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.

3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
4.
      CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
To Check for accuracy the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Meeting and to receive and approve the minutes of

the meeting held on 15th January 2026 as a true record and ratify the decisions therein. Cllr J Goddard proposed and

Cllr G Praed seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2026 were a

true record; the Chair signed them as such.
5.

MATTERS ARISING AND NOT COVERED IN THIS AGENDA

Cllr Praed informed the Council that she had contacted Germoe CP School to request a meeting to discuss closer

liaison with the school and ways in which both organisations could work together for the benefit of the local

community; as of the meeting she had not had a response.

6.


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were 8 members of the public who addressed the meeting.

6.1  Mr Hawkins, landowner and potential developer for planning application PA26/00144, spoke in support of the

application and outlined steps he intended to take to address the concerns of residents in regard to the impact the

project would have on the immediate area, residents’ quality of life and the ecology of the site. Mr Hawkins answered

questions from the Council to clarify any issues raised.
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6.2  Seven members of the public spoke in objection to planning application PA26/00144 (including Mr Edwards, 

Mr Lee, Mrs Penhall, Mr Kemp, Mrs Bennetts and Mr Gilbert) they outlined the range of negative impacts that the

development would have on the residents of Trewithen Terrace, the immediate impact on local wildlife and the

historical nature of the proposed site as both agricultural and Mining Heritage land.

The Council thanked all parties for their comments and, in light of the points raised, resolved to discuss agenda item

10 (Planning) as the next order of business. Proposed by Cllr Doeser; Seconded by Cllr Bell; Approved by all.
10.
PLANNING -To make observations on planning applications, including any Decisions & Appeals, received from the Planning Authority:
PA26/00144 - Permission in Principle for construction of affordable led development of up to 2 dwellings (minimum

of 2, maximum of 2) - Land Opposite Trewithen Terrace, Trewithen Terrace, Ashton, Cornwall – Having considered

the representations by members of the public present at the meeting, comments attached via the Cornwall Council

Planning Portal and any significant changes from the previous application (PA25/04923) the Council resolved to

object to the application on the following grounds:

“The proposed development would introduce new housing in an open countryside.  It is outside the existing

settlement and would not constitute suitable infill, rounding off or the delivery of an affordable housing scheme.

The site lies within the Godolphin and Tregonning Hills Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) and the

Cornwall & West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site (WHS), where the introduction of dwellings

would erode the undeveloped rural character, harm the distinctive landscape qualities of the AGLV and cause

less than substantial harm to the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the WHS smallholding landscape in

this location.”

Proposed by Cllr G Praed; Seconded by Cllr K Doeser; Approved by all eligible to vote.

PA25/09669 - Temporary siting of a static caravan (28' x 10') - for a maximum of 1 year - Greenbank Barn, Tresowes

Hill, Ashton, Helston, Cornwall, TR13 9SZ – Cllr Bell briefed the Council that there were no issues with this

application – the Council resolved to support the application. Proposed by Cllr Goddard; Seconded by 

Cllr Marshall; Approved by all

7.
ELECTION OF MEMBERS

Members received an application, and verbal presentation, from Jay Hodgetts CC for co-option into a vacant space on the Council. Having considered the application, the Council resolved to approve the application, Proposed by Cllr Marshall; Seconded by Cllr Praed; Approved by all.  Mr Jay Hodgetts was thereby co-opted to serve as a Member of Germoe Parish Council; Cllr Hodgetts then read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
8.
CORRESPONDENCE

8.1.  
Email via the GPC Website reporting the apparent removal of a “memorial Stone” from the base of the Tregonning Hill War Memorial.  Cllr Doeser confirmed that the stone had not been removed by, or with the knowledge of, the Council.  Cllr Goddard agreed to visit the site and report back at the next meeting.
8.2.  
Email and subsequent Financial Statement received from Praa Sands & District Community Centre (PSDCC) was received and noted.
9.
CORNWALL COUNCILLORS REPORT

Councillor Hodgetts (CC) gave a verbal report on recent events; most notably the meetings / discussions around the severe impact impact of Storm Goretti on local residents and the utility infrastructure.  As part of a multi-agency review of utility resilience; Cllr Hodgetts met with the Secretary of State for Security (Dan Jarvis MBE MP) to discuss lessons learned and proposals to strengthen Cornwall’s resistance to major environmental events e.g. storms, floods etc. Cllr Hodgetts will keep the Council updated on all developments that affect Germoe Parish.
Initials:………………       










530
11. 
FINANCE  - To approve payment of invoices received including the following:

Payments





Total

Net

VAT
R Sanders – Inv. 3801
1 Cuts (Jan 2026)



£132.00

£110.00

£22.00
Clerk (AJW) – 01.01.26 to 29.01.26
Salary (January 2026)



£424.95



Expenses Claim
 (inc. Home Office)

£  35.22



Total





£460.17
HMRC
PAYE – Clerk’s Salary
Jan 26


£106.00



Employers NI Contribution Jan 26

£ 17.09

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO)
Annual GDPR Registration 


£52.00
Proposed by Cllr Praed, Seconded by Cllr Marshall.  Approved by all
12.  
REPORT OF CLERK / RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER (RFO)

12.1  The Clerk/RFO submitted a report summarising activity during previous month including the Financial Statement for the period ending 31 Jan 26, Bank Statement Reconciliation for the period ending 31 Jan 26, GPC Community Grant Record  and Members’ Training Record. After discussing a number of opportunities to improve and expand the involvement of the Council in community life the following recommendations were approved:
12.2  Members resolve to approach the Ronnie Richards Memorial Charity, to purchase & install the replacement

Defibrillator PADs for the units at Balwest Sunday School and Ashton Telephone Box; alongside the purchase and

installation of a replacement defibrillator, stowage cabinet and PADs for Germoe Church Hall and approve the

necessary expenditure; monies to be deducted from the Capital Projects budget. Proposed by Cllr Marshall;

Seconded by Cllr Goddard; Approved by All. 
13. 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS ONGOING PROJECTS/TOPICS, ISSUES
13.1  Parking – Cllr Praed informed the Council that improved communication and co-operation between Germoe community groups and Germoe CP School has led to greatly improved parking provision for events in Germoe village.
13.2  Footpaths/Public Rights of Way/Green Spaces – Cllr Bell updated the Council on the bridleway/cycleway linking Ashton to Packet Lane; he will continue to work with neighbouring parishes and the WPBA to progress the Modification Order processing.  

Cllr Doeser informed the Council that Modification Order WCA 777 had been issued for the additional footpath in Germoe. 
13.3 Noticeboards – Cllr Doeser thanked Mr A Taylor, on behalf of the Council, for his excellent efforts in maintaining and improving the noticeboards in the parish .
13.4  Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) – There were no further updates regarding the provision of submission templates… the issue remains ongoing.

Cllr Doeser had received a request to submit a response to Cornwall Council’s “Call for Sites” suitable for future development.  The Council felt that the suggested locations were not sustainable and not suitable owing to the presence of extensive, historical mining activity and the fact that they lie within the Germoe Village Conservation Area.
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13.5  War Memorial –  The Clerk was instructed to schedule a site visit with Wearne’s Stonemasons to assess required works.  Date and time to be communicated to all Members to enable attendance.
13.6  CAP Highways Scheme  – The Clerk advised the meeting that he had submitted an EOI regarding the installation of MVAS speed awareness signs on the approaches to Germoe CP School.  Cllr Hodgetts informed the committee that the scheme had been under-subscribed and that an additional EOI could be submitted regarding traffic calming measures along Trewithen Terrace.  The Clerk was instructed to compile a draft EOI and communicate to Members for approval.
13.7  Climate Change Policy & Emergency Plan – Cllr Doeser asked for volunteers to sit on an Emergency Action & Resillience working group to meet with representatives of community groups e.g. Balwest Methodist Church, Germoe Parish Church, Godolphin Cross Association etc., to assess the needs of the community and agree a “whole community” approach to future climate emergencies with associated loss of communication & vital services.  Cllrs Doeser, Bell and Praed volunteered to represent the Council and would contact community groups seeking their participation.
14.
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Councillor Doeser outlined the meetings / events attended on behalf of Germoe Parish Council:

South Kerrier Community Area Partnership
Dr Jim Tait – spoke about access to GP services and the triage system at Helston Medical Centre and Cober Valley Health.  The Lizard has residents who deliver newsletter to about 20 households
Community Highways Improvement Programme – deadline approaching in February. 9 EOIs received to date. This will be a 3 year rolling programme.

Cornwall Council Strategic Leadership – Effects of Storm Goretti – Communications systems failed. Communities left to look after themselves.. Some sites were ready to offer help. Cornwall infrastructure not able to cope. The next CAP will look at how the CAP area can be more resilient.

Godolphin Cross Reach Out Project Partnership Group
PCSO Julia Berry introduced new PSCO Nathan and Neighbourhood Beat Manager Dani.

New projects – Move More as part of the NHS supported iCareiMove.

Reach Out Rider, a new Trishaw to take people around the village.

Community resilience – the Old Chapel could be used as a refuge site. The Trustees will be discussing this.
15.
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

No additional matters raised

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm. 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – 

Thursday 5th March 2026 at 7.00 pm – Ordinary Parish Meeting, Germoe Parish Church Hall.
Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
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