

Germoe Parish Council
D. Rutherford
Clerk to the Council

Germoe

TR20 9QU
telephone 07872 862232
GermoeParishClerk@hotmail.com
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday 05 Sept, 2024 at 7:00, in Germoe Village Hall
Present:
Cllr G Praed (Chair) 



        Cllr  Mrs K Doeser

Cllr G. Bell 




        Cllr D. Fryer
Cllr Mrs J. Goddard

                                  Cllr Mrs. V Marshall
``          

                                     Mr D. Rutherford (Clerk)
Visitor: None
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE CCllr J Keeling
2 Declarations of Interest
A) in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.
3 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  - The minutes of the meetings held on July 08 , 2024, as a true record and ratify the decisions therein.

Cllr Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr K Doeser seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the Meeting held on June 06, 2024 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such. 

4     MATTERS ARISING AND NOT COVERED IN THIS AGENDA

       None
5     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None
6     CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS
       CCllr J Keeling reported: 


The change of political landscape following the elections on the 4th of July and the Deputy Prime Minister’s resolve to “kickstart a devolution revolution” which has implications for Cornwall, the council and also myself chairing a scrutiny committee that will be providing oversight of Cornwall’s White Paper in the wake of new initiatives coming down from the new government. Cornwall’s White Paper is about more decisions, about Cornwall,  being taken in Cornwall following the acceptance of the Level 2 Cornwall Devolution Deal last year. This includes Cornwall being recognised as a protected Celtic Nation. Thus having the means to 

shape its own destiny by securing greater autonomy to deliver the “Cornwall Plan 2050”, which includes
the recommendations set out in the Director of Public Health Annual report and the proposed Cornwall 
             Good Growth Plan. ( I can provide links to these recommendations if necessary).

The timing and outcome of the General Election means there is a short “window of opportunity” during the first 100 days of the new government for Cornwall to be the first to put forward ambitious proposals, which is somewhat is driven by the Deputy Prime Ministers intention to “Kickstart a Devolution Revolution”. The proposed Cornwall White Paper is designed to start a conversation with Civil Servants that is intended to go back and forth by way of negotiations , to ultimately shape and secure an ambitious Devolution Settlement later this year.

A range of committee meeting are coming up this month including the Audit Committee which I have been volunteered for.  This requires training before the committee sits later this month. As a matter of interest, the West Sub Planning Committee now sits at Kresen Kernow, Redruth following the demise of Dolcoath Offices, which will emerge as 30/40 bed care home in due course. Locally, the communities continue to provide me with information about issues that are important them and I try to help them as much as possible. The matter of 20’s plenty is very important and I will ask the community link officer to compile a list of those parishes that want this in their communities. Please think about where the parish want these restrictions to good effect. I note the comments from the parish and Andy Hoskin reference the work on the A394 when it commences again in the Autumn.

One last thing: there are a multitude of defibrillators across the division, some of which I helped with grant funding. Therefore, it is important to ensure that all defibrillators are registered and communities across the division can register  their defibrillators which I am sure most are. You can check if your community’s defibrillators are registered by visiting DefibFinder.uk – The Clerk confirmed all of the Parish Defibrillators were working and listed. If there are any questions from members please do not hesitate to email me.


7     PARISH MATTERS
       None arising

8     PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
· Gifting of Bench Tregonning Hill East to the Liddicoat Family as thanks for hosting for 20 years.

It was Proposed by Cllr  K Doeser and  Seconded by Cllr V Marshall and agreed by all at the meeting that

the Parish gift a bench located on Tregonning Hill East to the Liddicoat family and wished to extend its thanks to the family for kindly hosting it for so long. 

· Roads & Signage Including EOI draft for funding

Main Areas of concern relate to: 

Entrance to the Village

It was agreed that the Council should seek funding via CAP to secure a flashing ‘School' sign to replace the current metal sign in Germoe Lane; this would reduce risk to pedestrians at the blind bend on approach.  An Expression of Interest form has been drafted awaiting CAP calls for projects anticipated in early 2025. The Council would also ensure CCllr J Keeling, Andy Hoskin and Maxine Hardy are kept informed on matters related to Germoe road safety.  It was agreed that the Clerk would also contact CCllr J Keeling to see when the replacement of the HGV warning signs would commence as agreed at the May 2024 meeting.
Trewithen Terrace ( Great Works / Bal Lane)
Following concerns raised by residents about speeding through Trewithen Terrace, advice has been provided to Councillors on the process of changing speed limits.  It was recognised that this process may be lengthy. Therefore it was agreed to write to CCllr J Keeling, Andy Hoskin and Maxine Hardy to include the Terrace in the 20s Plenty scheme as a short term solution. 
A394
Councillors have received several concerns regarding the A394 Pedestrian and Road Safety Improvements at Newtown.  In particular, the concerns relate to the ‘Build Out’, where the road narrows opposite the entrance to Chywoon Lane.  The build-out is poorly signed and the design is considered flawed since it could force accelerating westbound traffic towards the middle of the road, potentially into the path of oncoming traffic.  It is also considered dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists.  Previous concerns have also been raised regarding the bus stop, which blocks traffic from seeing the junction.  All concerns have been passed to Andy Hoskin and the Cormac design team with a request for a safety review.
Councillors have also highlighted speeding issues at Germoe Crossroads, particularly where westbound traffic enters the 30mph zone from a 60mph stretch. It is hoped that the planned safety improvements, which are due to start this Autumn, will address this. However, Councillors suggested that the crossroads would be better protected if the current 30mph westbound signs were moved further back from the crossroads. This could also better align with potential speed changes required for the planned housing development slightly further east.

Agreed to ask the Clerk to Liaise with Breage PC over the new development on land south of A394 to seek clarification on plans and start dates, as this may impact on the Germoe Crossroads layout.
· Website revamp and Email & Domain address hosting - 
Following discussions it was proposed by Cllr K Doeser, Seconded by Cllr V Marshall and agreed by all, to park the move to .gov.uk extensions due to cost implications and instead instruct the Clerk to open generic email accounts for all Councillors to specifically receive and send Council related communications.
· Risk Assessment Strategy

Cllr D Fryer ran through a proposed updated Risk Management Strategy. The Chair thanked him for the time and effort he had put into producing it.

It was proposed by Cllr J Goddard, seconded by Cllr V Marshall and agreed by all that Councillors would go through the document and agree which area they could take ownership of and feed back to Cllr D Fryer.
· Neighbourhood Priority Survey

Cllr G Bell provided an update on delays to process whilst Cornwall Council worked through changes to the National Planning System and the implications that will fall out of that.

· Resignation of Cllr M Peters

Germoe Parish Council has received a letter of resignation from Cllr M Peters. The Chair, Cllr G Praed thanked Cllr Peters for his time in Post and wished him all the best for the future. Notices has been posted online and on Parish noticeboards advertising the vacancy.

9     PLANNING
Decisions and notifications received from the Planning Authority -  None were received during August
N.B. Due to a shortening of the planning process timeline introduced this year, some applications are

 
received after and require a response (as a statutory consultee) before our scheduled monthly

meetings. Therefore, to reflect this new paradigm - An extraordinary meeting may be called by the

Chair if needed for planning or other business. An agenda would be posted 3 clear days before to

allow public participation.

10
FINANCE

To approve payment of invoices received including the following: 





Total

Net

VAT

R. Sanders

01/07. Gold two cut paths, second cut. 

01/07. Gold paths requiring one cut. 


04/07. Silver paths. 


£1436.72
£1197.27
£239.45




July Grass Cutting


£  252.00
£  210.00
£  42.00

August Grass Cutting


£  252.00
£  210.00
£  42.00

Total




£ 1940.72
£1617.27
£ 323.45
D. Rutherford –July & Aug
Salary 28 Hours x £12.63

£ 354.64
Salary 10 hours x  £12.63

£ 125.30

Telephone



£   20.00
Stationary



£   16.49

Home Office



£   40.00

Total




£ 556.43

V Marshall 
Village flower pots   


£   60.00

It was agreed that the above accounts should be paid. Proposed by Cllr K Doeser seconded by Cllr J Goddard
11
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported that the Council had received several individual complaints re a blocked footpath at 
SW5985 2896 by a field of maize where the path had not been kept open. The path concerned is 
209/17/1

And the West Cornwall Footpaths Preservation Society have reported the same HIGHER 
CHYGWINS FARM – 209/17/1 - Having been brought to my attention, I checked Germoe 
footpath 209/17/1 that runs east from Higher Chygwins Farm. The stile into the first field to the east 
of the farm is passable. 
However, that first field is cropped with maize and no room has been left for 
the footpath.
These have been reported to the environment team at Cornwall Council who have now identified the land 

owner and are investigating the matter.
The Clerk confirmed the 3-yearly Pension re-declaration has been done and that there were no members who 

met Automatic enrolment criteria.
The Clerk reported that a request had been received from Balwest Methodist Church to ask if the Parish Council would be in position to help them with grants towards fees incurred in the upkeep of the cemetery as well as towards the erection and decoration of a Christmas tree and illuminations outside the Sunday School building.
It was proposed by Cllr J Goddard and seconded by Cllr V Marshall to make a contribution to the maintenance of an open cemetery which is still taking burials under LGA 1972 s214 to the value of £300.00 and towards the Christmas lights as a S137 expense to the value of £100.00
 
12
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Cllr J Goddard raised concerns on the cutting near the gate on the Great works Triangle which has become 

overgrown, the Clerk will look into this,

Cllr K Doeser – Advised that the CAP meeting is being held next Wednesday 16 October if people wish to 
attend. Cllr D Fryer will attend meetings in place of Cllr M Peters.
Cllr G Bell – Raised an issue regarding the cutting of water cress on the green – The clerk will follow up.
Cllr V Marshall – Offered her apologies for the next meeting.
13
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
The Chair offered her apologies for the next meeting, which she would be unable to attend. The Vice-Chair will chair the next meeting in her absence.  
14
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS


Risk Assessment Update.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 03 Oct, 2024 7:00pm Germoe Village Hall


Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
Chairman’s initials…………..

            

440

