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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday 07 March, 2024, at 7:00, in Germoe Village Hall. 

Present:

Cllr Mrs K. Doeser (V Chair)
Cllr Mrs J. Goddard



Cllr M Peters 


Cllr G. Bell









Mr D. Rutherford (Clerk)


Visitor: Cllr J Keeling, Mr R Inglis
In the absence of Cllr Praed, Cllr Doeser took the Chair

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Cllr D. Fryer, Cllr V. Marshall Cllr Mrs G. Praed - Chair
2 Declarations of Interest
A) in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.
3
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of previous meeting 
      Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr G Bell seconded and it was agreed by all that the minutes of the Meeting held on
      Thursday January 04, 2024 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such.
4
MATTERS ARISING and not covered elsewhere on this agenda
A question was raised at the last meeting re: PA22/02349 – Proposed conversion of and extensions to existing single storey stone structure to create 2 storey residential dwelling. | Land South West Of Western Power Electrical Distribution Centre Boscrege Ashton Cornwall – The Council was unable to support this application 08 April 2022 and subsequently agreed to disagree with the approval of this project. The Council would like to seek clarification regarding the recent removal of hedgerow to increase access from the road to establish if this is in keeping with the approved plans that led to Cornwall Council granting approval – Photographic evidence was provided that clarified this matter and the Council decided no further information was required.

Cllr G Bell provided an update on the Neighbourhood Priority Statement indicating that Germoe would be invited to participate in the Pilot Scheme by Cornwall Council 
5
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr R Inglis explained he had attended to listen to the business of the Council.

6
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 

        
REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2024

I unfortunately contracted COVID earlier in the month but was tested negative by the end of the period allowing me to attend full council. There was a demonstration by the “Peace in Gazza” protesters which overspilled into the Council Chamber gallery, and there were concerns for the safety of councillors in the Chamber below. In the past we have had various items thrown over the balcony, including liquids. A call for tightening up security is necessary. In addition a full members briefing on Thursday last week was called to address bullying and intimidation. This problem is also identified within the Town and Parish arena.

I thought to give an interesting development on holiday lets, including an initiative from Leeds Building Society. 
Ban on new holiday let mortgages
A leading building society is trialling a ban on new holiday-let mortgages in some popular tourist destinations. Campaigners say the move by Leeds building society could improve the situation for local residents currently struggling to buy or rent in parts of Norfolk and Yorkshire that have seen a surge in the number of properties turned into holiday rentals. The announcement comes days after the government unveiled new rules for short-term holiday lets in England that aim to rein in a sector that has been described by some as "out of control”

Separately, on Monday, last week, the government said it had listened to campaigners and announced two proposals applying to England. Planning permission will be required for future short-term lets (this will not apply to existing ones), while a mandatory national register will be set up to provide local authorities with information on short-term lets in their area. The jury is out on how this will impact on the planning and enforcement service

Council finances

At the full council meeting last month, the council approved budget proposals for 2024-2028. Consequently, the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes be set at £393.699m and be confirmed that the Cornwall Council element of the Council Tax be increased by 2.99% plus a levy of 2% to be spent solely on Adult Social Care, for the financial year 2024/25 (an overall increase of 4.99% equivalent to a Band D charge of £1892.75).

Though it is disappointing, and certainly difficult for a large proportion of the population, that Council Tax increases year on year, it should be noted that Councils across the country will be raising their council tax by the maximum 5 per cent, with some councils, such as Birmingham, raising it even further after seeking government permission. The Local Government Association (LGA) said: “The money [councils] receive from government over the last 10 years or so has been decreasing, meanwhile we continue to see an increase in the need for those services, particularly for children and adults and therefore something has to give”. It was further stressed that we need to recognise the financial challenges of how we fund those services. It is vital that we find a solution to our financial problems particularly through the promised fairer funding model in due course. A lot of councils are issuing S114 notices which mean they can’t deliver a balanced budget.

Locally

Flooding is happening all across the division and I have been talking to the Highway Manager on how we can mitigate against this annual problem. In particular, Trescowe is problematic and I believe the lane running past Mr Holmes cottage may have ditches that need to be cleared. The highway work in connection with the A394 review continues apace and I hope the inconvenience caused by the construction work does not continue into the summer months.

It is disappointing that a cycleway appears to be out of the question presently because it does fit into greener travel. It may be possible in the future.

Transition to New Waste Collection – www.cornwall.gov.uk/wastechanges - Roll out in July – please look out for ‘Get Ready’ leaflets, which will be delivered to your homes.
If there are queries or questions please phone or email me on 07474824919 cllr.john.keeling@cornwall.gov.uk

Questions – Cllr G Bell – asked if CCllr J Keeling would be so kind as to look into who owns Greenbury Downs as part of the Cycleway Initiative, CCllr J Keeling agreed to look into ownership matters.


7
PARISH MATTERS

.gov.uk email addresses for Members – It was agreed due to costs not to proceed with this option.

Defibrillator maintenance planning and updating – It was agreed that this would be carried forward to the next
 
meeting and that 
the Ronnie Richards Memorial Charity would be invited to 1. Conduct Defibrilator Training
 
2. Review new sites
to host a defibrillator in the Tresowes Area of the Parish.   
8
PLANNING 

Decisions received from the Planning Authority
No Decisions received 

Applications received since last meeting requiring comment prior to this meeting .
PA23/09835 | Demolition of existing side extension and provision of replacement extension with conversion of the garage to form an annexe for family members with special needs as well as providing a separate office | Hilltodden Millpool Goldsithney Penzance Cornwall TR20 9JE - The Council resolved (01 February - General Parish Meeting) to refer back to its previous response and stand by earlier comments. If the application were to be successful the Council felt it important that conditions be attached that ensures the building is and will remain within the same ownership as the main dwelling.

PA24/00271 - Erection of a general-purpose equestrian barn. Land South of Greenbank Farm Tresowes Ashton Helston TR13 9SZ – Following email exchanges between Members discussing the proposal - we support the application but request that there should be a condition to control any future external lighting to avoid light pollution or light nuisance to neighbouring residents of Greenbank and Tresowes Hill.
It was agreed to accept the above as being a true and accurate reflection of the Council’s position. 

Proposer Cllr G Bell, Seconded Cllr J Goddard.

N.B. Due to a shortening of the planning process timeline introduced this year, some applications are

 
received after and require a response (as a statutory consultee) before our scheduled monthly

meetings. Therefore, to reflect this new paradigm - An extraordinary meeting may be called by the

Chair if needed for planning or other business. An agenda would be posted 3 clear days before to

allow public participation.

9
FINANCE
       To approve payment of invoices received including the following: 





Total

Net

VAT

Bob Sanders



£120.00

£100.00

£20.00


D. Rutherford – Dec
Salary 28 Hours x £12.63

£ 354.64
Telephone



£   10.00
Stationary



£     0.00

Home Office



£   20.00

Total




£ 383.64

V Marshall (Flowerpots in Village)
£   60.00


Proposed by Cllr J |Goddard, seconded by Cllr M Peters and it was agreed that the above accounts should be

paid.
10
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

Local Maintenance Partnership– The Clerk advised that a Grant had been offered by Cornwall Council to support 


the costs of Footpath maintenance in the Parish –it was agreed to accept the Grant.

Proposer Cllr G Bell, Seconder Cllr J Goddard


The Clerk advised he had been recommended (at an online meeting of Parish Clerks) a person experienced in

conducting the required Annual Audit – Barbara Goraus, 


The fee was £160 – It was agreed to appoint B Goraus to the conduct the Annual Audit.

 Proposer Cllr G Bell, Seconder Cllr J Goddard
11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 

Cllr M Peters asked when there would be a presentation by The Cornwall Heritage Trust – it was noted that they were holding a public meeting on 16 March at Balwest Methodist Schoolroom.
12
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

Cllr K Doeser thanked Cllr V Marshall for the Planters which added so much to the amenity value of the village.

Cllr K Doeser advised she had attended online Planning Training for the Local Plan. 
13
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday April 04,2024 at Balwest Methodist Schoolroom
Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
Chairman’s initials…………..

            

440

