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Germoe Parish Council

D. Rutherford
Clerk to the Council


TR20 9QU
telephone 07872 862232
GermoeParishClerk@hotmail.com
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday November 2, at 7:00, in Germoe Village Hall, 2023 . 

Present:

Cllr Mrs G. Praed

Cllr Mrs J. Goddard



Cllr Mrs K. Doeser

Cllr Mrs V. Marshall




Cllr G. Bell


Mr D. Rutherford (Clerk)


Visitor: 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
CCllr J Keeling, Cllr M. Peters
2 Declarations of Interest
A) in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.
3
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of previous meeting

Cllr G Bell proposed, Cllr K Doeser seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 
October 5, 2023 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such.
4
MATTERS ARISING and not covered elsewhere on this agenda
Cllr K Doeser will represent Germoe Parish Council at the Remembrance Day Ceremony on Tregonning Hill

5
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None
6
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 

CCllr Keeling had earlier circulated the following report:
A busy month with a lot of questions around the balancing of next year’s budget, with my Customers Support scrutiny committee involved in the oversight of setting the budget in 2024/25 and ensuring the medium term financial plan is fit for purpose. The budget is actually  £1.3 billion with a £1.3 billion capital programme. I will bring details of the forecast council tax shortly, but a 4.99% increase is likely. However, 2% of that will be for the adult social care precept and used for that purpose alone.

A meeting with the World Heritage Site Partnership Board took place this week and I mentioned the sale of Tregonning Hill and the concerns around that matter. Not sure if the sale is still going on? One point that came up was planning and the comments of the statutory consultee’s, which the WHS is of course.  When well-constructed and defined reasons for objections are put forward by the WHS, generally the planning proposal is rejected/refused. When objections by WHS are not so robust then the proposal is looked at in terms of sustainable development and usually passed if there are no other material planning reasons not to do so. There are some statistics available and they look favourable.

I have just come back from an Equality, Diversity and Inclusion meeting with some of my colleague to ensure that ER&I strategy is fit for purpose and covers a range of area’s including disability, race etc.

I hope you all weathered the storm this morning and came out damage free. I spoke to the Highway Manager this morning and he thinks we got away lightly with only trees down in some areas. This is a good page on the CC Website if any of you need to report anything https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/storm-and-flood-advice/
7
PARISH MATTERS

Vacancy in the Office of Councillor – position still open to applications
Cllr G Bell circulated a paper for future consideration on Neighbourhood Priorities – “Consultation Engagement Tool Kit”, with a view to formally presenting it at the December 07, 2023 meeting.
To consider ways of discouraging drivers of HGVs from driving through the village and on up to the Ashton - Great Work Road – Cllr G Praed to follow up with Highways regarding signage.
Telephone network - In December 2025 the current copper wire telephone network is going to be switched off – Wildnet have asked if the Council would like a presentation to discuss the implications of this. I.e., the switch to full fibre, and the impact this will have in terms of road closures and other impacts on the village.  The Council asked the Clerk to invite Wildnet to the December meeting – they have agreed to attend the 07 December Meeting
8
PLANNING 
To make observations on planning applications including the following 
Application PA23/07155 Mr C White Proposal Proposed Hay/Straw, Machinery & Lambing  

Chywoon Farm Cottage Chywoon Lane Rosudgeon Penzance - It was agreed to support this application.
Application PA23/08090 Mr & Mrs A Charman Proposal Change of use of garage and extension to form annexe and office Hilltodden Millpool Goldsithney Penzance - It was agreed to oppose this application, citing that the application did not meet the Cornwall Council Annex Guidance note 2020 as it offered no functional link to the main dwelling.
Proposed by Cllr K Doeser, Seconded by Cllr G Bell.
Decisions received from the Planning Authority - none
9
FINANCE
To note the receipt of payment of a grant in the sum of £174.95 from Cornwall Council towards the of upkeep of the Closed Churchyard and to approve forwarding that sum to St Germoe Parochial Church Council

To approve payment of invoices received including the following: 







GROSS
  
NET

VAT

Colin Chapman







Salary (October)

£ 277.41 


telephone 


£   20.25


office expenses


£   30.22


travelling


£   22.00


use of home as office

£   20.00








total
£ 369.88

Colin Chapman







Gratuity payment (21.166 Years) £ 3299.51








total
£ 3299.51

F, Wearne & Sons


Work on behalf of Council 

£312.00

£260.00

£52.00

R. Saunders

Cutting & Strimming


£120.00

£100.00

£20.00

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Doeser, seconded by Cllr G Bell and agreed that the above accounts should be paid.
10
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

CPRE had written seeking that the Council take out membership – this offer was declined
PAYE – for GDPR reasons, it was decided to close the existing PAYE Scheme and start afresh from November 2023

Supporting the above, it was agreed that the Clerk should install all future software and information pertaining to the orderly running of Germoe Parish Council business on a Council owned laptop and the council agreed to the purchase of one. 

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Doeser, seconded by Cllr V Marshall.
11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
Cllr Bell said that a tree had fallen blocking a Right of Way just outside Germoe Village and that CC Highways stated it was not their responsibility as it was not a Public Right of Way. A Notice of Application had been posted for a Modification Order in December 2021. Cllr Bell asked if it was possible to determine the status of this application.
12
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
Cllr G Praed highlighted that a Precept budget for 2024/25 needed to be brought to the next meeting for Council consideration,
13
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Wildnet Presentation
Council Precept Budget

Neighbourhood Priorities consultation methods presentation 

Update on options to discourage HGV drivers driving through the village.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday December 07, 2023 at 7.00pm in Germoe Church Hall.
Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
�








Chairman’s initials…………..
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