
Germoe Parish Council
Alec J Webb

Clerk to the Council
Germoe Parish Council

TR20 9QU
Telephone; 07872 862232

Email: clerk@germoeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday 2nd April 2026 at 7:00pm, Balwest Methodist Schoolroom.

Present:         
Cllr K Doeser (Chair)

Cllr G Bell (Vice-Chair)

Cllr J Goddard




Cllr J Hodgetts (CC)

Cllr V Marshall


Alec J Webb (Clerk)

Visitors:
Rona Laity
1.
FIRE EVACUATION PROCEDURE

The Chair advised attendees on the evacuation procedure.
 2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

A) in items on the agenda – There were no declarations of interest.

B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.

3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
4.
      CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
To Check for accuracy the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Meeting and to receive and approve the minutes of

the meeting held on 5th March 2026 as a true record and ratify the decisions therein. Cllr J Goddard proposed 

and Cllr V Marshall seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th March2026 were

a true record; the Chair signed them as such.
5.

MATTERS ARISING AND NOT COVERED IN THIS AGENDA

There were no matters arising brought up for discussion.
6.


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

One member of the public was present at the meeting and highlighted 2 issues for the Council’s consideration. The

first concerned the condition of the footpath at Cobbernoon (Footpath 209/9/2) particularly the numerous partial 

obstructions and apparent replacement of a traditional stile with a wooden “ladder”. The Clerk was instructed to report 

the issues with the footpath to Cornwall Council using the “Report It” system. 

Secondly; Ms Laity complained about the impact of recent works to A394 at the crossroads with Pengersick Lane 

(leading to Praa Sands).  The installation of additional “structures” in the highway had greatly restricted the width of 

the carriageway resulting in larger vehicles; including buses, having difficulty in negotiating the turn onto the A394. 
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In addition, the additional signage and obstructions along the A394 were forcing vehicles closer to the sides of the 

carriageway causing significant risk of serious injury to pedestrians and cyclists.  Cllr Hodgetts requested an email 

detailing the resident’s concerns and agreed to raise the matter with Cornwall Council Highways  . 
7.
ELECTION OF MEMBERS

No applications for co-option had been received.
8.
CORRESPONDENCE

8.1.  
Email from local resident requesting justification for 5.9% increase in Precept charges for 2026-27.  The Chair highlighted that the Council took an active role in the preservation of the ecology, heritage and well-being of residents and visitors to Germoe; the cost of which was all subject to rises in costs.  In addition, the lowering of the Tax Base within the parish, alongside the review of the Clerk’s working hours resulted in an increased charge overall and a greater impact on each individual resident.  The Chair reminded the Council that the annual increase for  a Band D property was £3.70 per year or £0.31 per month and that every effort had been made to keep the increase for 2026/27 to the minimum possible; whilst still completing the statutory and existing tasking e.g. footpath & green space maintenance.
8.2.  
Email from Breage Parish Council informing Councillors that the new PCSO for the area would be attending the June meeting of Breage Parish Council.  The Chair reminded the Council that invitations to attend parish meetings had been sent and that we hoped to have a representative of the Police at a meeting in the near future.  Cllr Hodgetts agreed to report back to the Council on any relevant issues raised at the Breage Parish Council meeting.
8.3
Email from Ronnie Richards Memorial Charity thanking the Council for it’s donation of £100; was noted.
9.
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Hodgetts (CC) gave a verbal report on recent events; most notably the ongoing meetings / discussions around the severe impact of charging for car parking in the area adjacent to the boating lake in Helston.

Cllr Hodgetts had also received many complaints concerning the condition of the road network in the area, particularly the A394 traffic control systems and the rising number of un-repaired potholes; he had received an update from the Cabinet Member for Transport that, whilst a large number of reported potholes remain on the list for action, the number of new instances was now less that those being fixed.  
10.
PLANNING -To make observations on planning applications, including any Decisions & Appeals, received from the Planning Authority:
PA26/01984 – Technical Details Consent for the construction of a self building dwelling following Permission in Principle Approval PA25/06880 - Land South East Of Cornerstone Tresowes Ashton Cornwall Grid Ref 159483 29236 – Cllr Bell briefed the Council on the contents of the Design, Access and Heritage Impact Assessment.  After a discussion the Council resolved to support the Application. Proposed by Cllr G Bell; Seconded by Cllr V Marshall; approved by majority with one abstention (Cllr Hodgetts).

PA26/01158 - S52/S106 and discharge of condition apps – Decision noted.
PA25/09669 – Approved – Decision noted.
11. 
FINANCE  - To approve payment of invoices received including the following:

Payments





Total

Net

VAT

R Sanders – Inv 3848

Greens & Grasses – Feb 26


£ 132.00
£ 110.00
£ 22.00
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Total

Net

VAT
Clerk (AJW) – 01.03.26 to 31.03.26
Salary (Mar 2026)



£ 424.95


Expenses Claim
 (inc. Home Office)

£   37.54

Total





£ 462.49

HMRC
PAYE – Clerk’s Salary
Mar 26


£ 106.00


Employers NI Contribution Mar 26

£  17.09

CALC – Invoice 2526-1031 / 1047 / 1062
Planning Training – 02.03.26 (AJW)

£  42.00

£   35.00
£    7.00

Planning Enforcement & Appeals 04.03.26
£  42.00

£   35.00
£    7.00

NPPF Update Training – 09.03.26 (GB/AJW)
£  84.00

£   70.00
£  14.00

CALC – Invoice 2627_039
Annual Membership Subscription

£375.84

£320.14

£ 55.70
Proposed by Cllr J Goddard, Seconded by Cllr G Praed.  Approved unanimously
12.  
REPORT OF CLERK / RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER (RFO)

12.1  The Clerk/RFO submitted a report summarising activity during previous month including the Financial Snapshot for the period ending 31 Mar 26, Bank Statement Reconciliation for the month ending 31 Mar 26, GPC Community Grant Record  and Members’ Training Record.  Council resolved to receive this report, note the contents & agree actions. Proposed by Cllr G Praed; Seconded by Cllr J Hodgetts; approved unanimously.
12.2  Members resolved to accept the Local Maintenance Partnership offer outlined in Cornwall Council letter LMP 2026/27 dated 14th November 2025. Proposed by Cllr V Marshall; Seconded by Cllr G Praed; approved unanimously.
12.3  Members resolved to accept the Asset Register as a true record of Germoe Parish Council’s assets and valuations. Proposed by Cllr G Bell; Seconded by Cllr G Praed; approved unanimously.

12.4  Council resolved to accept and approve the Final Financial Statements for Year Ended March 31, 2026.  Proposed by Cllr G Bell; Seconded by Cllr G Praed; approved unanimously.
12.5  Council resolved to authorise the Conflict of Interest with BDO LLP declaration confirming no conflict of interest. Proposed by Cllr G Praed; Seconded by Cllr V Marshall; approved unanimously. 

12.6  Council resolved to approve and authorise the signature of the Certificate of Exemption – AGAR 2025/26 Form 2. 
Proposed by Cllr G Bell; Seconded by Cllr J Goddard; approved unanimously.

12.7  Council authorised the release of financial documentation to the approved Internal Auditor (Barbara Goraus 

Accounting) to complete the Internal Audit 2025/26 and AGAR preparation.  Proposed by Cllr J Goddard; Seconded 

by Cllr V Marshall; approved unanimously.
13. 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS ONGOING PROJECTS/TOPICS, ISSUES
13.1  Parking – No issues at this time.
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13.2  Footpaths/Public Rights of Way/Green Spaces – The Chair informed the Council that we had received a Weed Management Plan, with Opt-Out agreement option, that would involve the use of chemical weed control on selected stretches of highway that ran along the Parish boundary e.g. the A394.  The Community Link Officer had been contacted requesting details of any PROW in the interior of the Parish that were proposed to be included; any updates would be circulated to Members.  It was agreed to defer any decision regarding opting out of the scheme until more information had been received.

Cllr Praed reported concerns from residents of Balwest Lane regarding the risk of serious injury to pedestrians / hackers / cyclists; along with damage to property presented by heavy goods vehicles using the lane despite it being extremely narrow and subject to hedge ingress along it’s length.  Council requested Cllr Praed submit a list of issues, with any photographic evidence, to the Clerk for onward reporting to the correct department at Cornwall Council e.g. Highways. 
13.3 Noticeboards – Nothing new at this time.
13.4  Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) – There were no further updates regarding the provision of submission templates.  Cllr Hodgetts agreed to request a progress update from Cornwall Council.
13.5  War Memorial –  The Clerk informed the Council that a site visit with representatives of F Wearne Stonemasons was planned for the period immediately following the Easter holidays (date and time to be promulgated once known).
13.6  CAP Highways Scheme  – Cllr Hodgetts agreed to request an update from Cornwall Council on GPC submissions.
13.7  Emergency Action Plan – Cllr Bell opened the discussion by outlining his concerns regarding the effectiveness of approving an Emergency Action Plan; without first having a Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) from which to draw the residents opinions on the priorities for Germoe Parish Council.  Germoe Parish is “fragmented” with many population centres e.g. Trewithen Terrace, Tresowes, Newtown etc. looking to services and facilities provided by neighbouring towns and parishes.  Members agreed that the NPS would be a key component in any discussions with external stakeholders on the way forward.  Cllr Hodgetts agreed to request a progress report from Cornwall Council and the Clerk was instructed to contact the Community Link Officer to request her assistance in moving things forward.
14.
CHAIR’S REPORT 

Councillor Doeser used this opportunity to thank all Members for their support and dedication during her tenure as Chair of Germoe Parish Council.  Whilst she was stepping down as Chair it was her intention to remain a Councillor and continue to represent the parish going forward.  Cllr Hodgetts proposed a vote of thanks for Cllr Doeser’s dedication and time as Chair; Seconded by Cllr Bell and approved, wholeheartedly and unanimously. 
15.
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

No additional matters raised

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm. 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – 

Thursday 7th May 2026 at 7.00 pm – Ordinary Parish Meeting, Balwest Methodist Schoolroom.
Signed…………………………………………

Dated…………………………….
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