[image: image1]

Germoe Parish Council
www.germoeparishcouncil.org.uk

D Rutherford
Clerk to the Council
Trethewey Cottage

Germoe

TR20 9QU

telephone 07872 862232

Germoeparishclerk@hotmail.com
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday May 2, 2024 immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting in Balwest Methodist Schoolroom. 

Present:

Cllr G Praed 



Cllr G Bell



Cllr J Goddard



Cllr M Peters
 






Cllr D Fryer



Mr D Rutherford(Clerk)

Visitors: CCllr J Keeling
The Chairman welcomed Members to the Annual Meeting
1
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr M Peters seconded and it was agreed that Cllr Mrs Praed be elected to the Chair of Germoe Parish Council for the year 2024 – 2025.
2
CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Mrs Praed read aloud and signed the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of the Office of Chairman of Germoe Parish Council for the year 2024 – 2025 in the presence of the Clerk and the Council.

3
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mrs V.Marshall  and Cllr K.Doeser sent their apologies for absence. 
4
Declarations of Interest 


in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in any items on the agenda.
       of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50
5
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of previous meeting

Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr M Peters seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday April 4, 2024 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such.

6
MATTERS ARISING and not covered elsewhere on this agenda
None
7
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.
8
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 
CCllr J Keeling had circulated a report, updating us on key points discussed at The Cornwall Council meeting on
the 16th April
1. The admission of children to hospitals for surgery to remove rotten teeth as jumped up by 17% over the last year and there were more than 31,000 hospital operations last year to remove rotten teeth from children  and teenagers. We do all we can to reduce tooth decay in children and Government should invest in oral health improvement programmes. Local councils can make a big difference in this matter by increasing awareness of dental hygiene with central government launching a dental recovery plan. 
2. The other motion was about the continued use of good quality agricultural land being used for solar panels. A very emotive subject but one that is being taken very seriously to prevent the best parcels of land being used. The question really was food and/or electricity and more innovative ways of combining both to find a solution. There was the usual heated debates about changes to the constitution but common sensed prevailed in the end.

On other issues CCllr Keeling is dealing with all sorts of traffic issues and complaints about the cones and fences left behind on the A394 following work. He is working hard to reassure people that there is still a lot more work planned for the A394 and we cannot keep putting traffic lights up every time and subsequently close the main Helston to Penzance arterial route
9
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr M Peters proposed, Cllr J Goddard seconded and it was agreed that Cllr Doeser be elected to be Vice-Chairman of Germoe Parish Council for the year 2024 – 2025.
10
Standing orders 
Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr M Peters seconded and it was agreed that Germoe Parish Council should re-adopt Standing Orders as last fully revised in July 2018. 
11
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Cllr M Peters proposed, Cllr J Goddard seconded and it was agreed that Germoe Parish Council should re-adopt Financial Regulations as last reviewed and revised in September 2018. 
12
RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT
Cllr M Peters proposed, Cllr J Goddard seconded and it was agreed that Germoe Parish Council should re-adopt the Risk Assessment document as first adopted in March 2015 and last reviewed in June 2018. 
13
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS TO POSTS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Bank signatories

It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Praed, and Cllr Mrs Doeser should continue to act as signatories for Germoe Parish Council’s bank account. It was also agreed to look at moving to online banking signatures
Financial Scrutineer
It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Doeser should scrutinise the accounts on a half-yearly basis.
Notice-boards

It was agreed that the following Councillors should be responsible for the following notice-boards and now that the new clerk was resident in Germoe he could assist.
Balwest
Cllr Goddard
Great Work
Cllr Goddard
Nevada House
Parish Clerk
Germoe
Parish Clerk
Newtown
Parish Clerk
Tresowes Green
Parish Clerk
Footpaths and bridleways
It was agreed that Cllr Peters should be responsible for footpaths and bridleways.

Planning

It was agreed that Cllr Bell and Cllr D Fryer should, in the first instance, be responsible for considering planning observations.

Community Area Partnership (CAP) 

It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Doeser should represent Germoe Parish Council at meetings of the CAP. Cllr Peters will also attend those meetings.
Germoe School

It was agreed that Cllr D Fryer should liaise with the Germoe School authorities. 

Press Liaison and Social Media Officer

It was agreed that Cllr Bell should act as the Press Liaison and Social Media Officer.
Defibrillators
It was agreed that the following Councillors should be responsible for the following defibrillators 

Balwest
Cllr K Doeser
Germoe
Cllr Bell
Trewithen Terrace
Cllr Mrs Marshall
Key Document Review

Standing Orders – Cllr G Bell
Financial Regulations – Cllr K Doeser
Risk Document – Cllr D Fryer 
14
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Appointment of the Internal Auditor for 3 years to March 31, 2027
Cllr J Goddard proposed Cllr M Peters seconded and it was agreed that Barbara Goraus should continue to act as Germoe Parish Council’s internal auditor.
15
PARISH MATTERS
Cllr G Bell suggested an invitation be extended to external groups to attend and present at future Annual Parish Meetings
16
PLANNING 

To make observations on planning applications including the following

Application PA24/02449 Proposal Application for Permission in Principle for construction of dwelling house and associated works. Location Land North East Of Wide Horizons, Tresowes Hill Ashton Cornwall Applicant Mr And Mrs Buckett – 

Cllr G Bell proposed Cllr J Goddard seconded, Germoe Parish Council objects to the proposed development for the following reasons.

The development would fill in a green space between existing bungalows and would increase the density of built form to the detriment of the rural setting, which is characterised by occasional houses interspersed within a landscape of fields and mature trees, which would be contrary to the requirements of CLP Policy 3a Role and Function of Place.

This agricultural site is a small element of a larger field and is consequently within the countryside. The proposed development does not meet any of the exceptional circumstances required within CLP Policy 7 for the building of a new house in the Countryside.

The proposal is contrary to CLP Policy 12.2.  It is unlikely that the proposed development would protect adjacent properties from overshadowing and overbearing negative impact, and would likely not protect the neighbouring properties from overlooking which would cause the loss of privacy and the loss of enjoyment of the amenity of their private gardens and property. We also refer to Cornwall Council's comments when rejecting a previous application on the same site - The proposal would therefore conflict with the aims and intentions of policies 1, 2, 12, 23 and 24 of the Cornwall Local Plan Strategic Policies 2010 - 2030; paragraphs 130 and 134, 174 and 176 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021. In addition,  the proposal if permitted, would be contrary to the general duty of the local planning authority to consider the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of the Conservation Area under Section 72 (1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Area) Act 1990.

The development would require the removal of half of the crown of a mature Ash tree that spans the site from the north-east. Additionally, the root system of the Ash would be compromised by the house foundations. There is also risk of harm or loss of a mature Monterey pine tree at the proposed entrance to the site.

The development is within the Tregonning Hill Conservation Area and within an Area of Great Landscape Value. The character and distinctiveness of the location, within the Conservation Area and AGLV would suffer severe harm if the mature trees that surround the site are harmed. This would be contrary to the requirements of CLP Policy 23 Natural Environment and CLP Policy 24 Historic Environment.
Planning received after Agenda published -  Cllr G Praed called for an additional meeting on 09 May 2024, at Germoe Village Hall (7 PM) to discuss the following:
Application PA23/05316 Proposal Construction of a new single storey dwelling with associated detached garage. Location Land Adj To Greycot Tresowes Ashton Helston. Applicant Cripps

Application PA24/00221Proposal Construction of Agricultural Buildings, Location Tresowes Farm Tresowes Ashton Helston Applicant Daniel Rowe
17
GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL’S INSURANCE POLICY 
Members reviewed the terms of Germoe Parish Council’s Insurance Policy and the offer from Clear Insurance Management Ltd to purchase insurance cover with Aviva through the firm in the sum of £380.55. 
Negotiated minimum cover under this policy
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Additionally, when on Parish Council business, all volunteers are automatically covered.
Cllr D Fryer proposed, Cllr M Peters seconded and it was agreed to insure Germoe Parish Council through Clear Insurance Management Ltd to purchase insurance cover with Aviva through the firm in the sum of £380.55

18
FINANCE
The Clerk presented Councillors with a statement of Germoe Parish Council’s financial position as to the end of Financial Year 2023/3034 and Councillorss noted the internal auditor’s annual report on Germoe Parish Council’s financial statements for the year April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024

Members were asked to declare all conflicts of interest with BDO LLP (the external auditors). There were no such declarations.

The Clerk reported that Barbara Goraus, Germoe Parish Council’s Internal Auditor, has approved and signed the Annual Return for the year to March 31, 2024 making only one comment regarding an incorrect posting of a form – Public Rights on our website which was in fact was from the previous year and before the current clerk’s tenure. This has been rectified.
Parish Councillors considered the Statement of Assurance required for the Annual Return for the year ended 

March 31, 2023. Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr D Fryer seconded, all others in favour that Germoe Parish Council should answer “Yes” to each of the questions posed by the Statement of Assurance which forms part of the Annual Return for the year ended March 31, 2024. 

The Clerk presented the accounts for the year April 1, 2023 – March 31, 2024. Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr D Fryer seconded , all others in favour that Germoe Parish Council accepts the accounts for the year April 1, 2023 – March 31, 2024.

Members considered a resolution that Germoe Parish Council, having a turnover for the year 2023 – 2024 of less than £25,000 should declare that it is an exempt authority within the definition contained in the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015. Members noted that this means that the Internal Auditor’s report alone is sufficient for the Year’s accounts to be signed off and that there is no requirement for a Limited Assurance Review to be undertaken by an External Auditor. Following discussion, Cllr J Goddard proposed, Cllr D Fryer seconded and it was agreed that for the financial year 2023 – 2024 Germoe Parish Council will declare itself an exempt authority within the definition contained in the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
Confirmation that payment was made via Payroll 

Colin Chapman






Salary (April)


2639.71


HMRC



1052.53 TAX and Employer NIC

To approve payment of invoices received including the following  







 Gross
  
  NET

vat

CFP Chapman Gratuity 

£ 288.33


D. Rutherford – Dec
Salary  Hours 58:30 x £12.63

£ 736.32
Telephone



£   10.00
Stationary



£   14.98

Home Office



£   20.00

Total




£ 781.30
R Sanders (Footpaths & Open Space)
£ 312.00 

£260 

£50
Cllr M Peters proposed, Cllr G Bell seconded and it was agreed that the above three accounts should be paid.
19
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

None
20
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 

Cllr D Fryer said he would continue looking into .gov.uk emails and web-hosting options for the Parish Council
21
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

The Chairman thanked members for expressing their confidence in her. 
22
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

Investigate getting a flashing School sign via the CAP
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday June 6, 2024 at 7.00pm in Balwest Methodist Schoolroom.

Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
Chairman’s initials…………..
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