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Certificate of Exemption – AGAR 2018/19 Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross 
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2019, 
and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review  
under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015
There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the  
authority after 31 March 2019 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted notifying the external auditor.


certifies that during the financial year 2018/19, the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year or gross 
annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000


Annual gross income for the authority 2018/19:


Annual gross expenditure for the authority 2018/19:


There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited  
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it  
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
Part 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £200 +VAT will be payable.


By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:


•	 The authority has been in existence since before 1st April 2015
•	 In relation to the preceding financial year (2017/18), the external auditor has not:


•	 issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
•	 made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
•	 issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Audit and Accountability Act 2014  


(“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
•	 commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
•	 made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,  


and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
•	 The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under  


section 28(3) of the Act.


If you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income, 
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy 
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).


The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Annual Accounting Statements, an analysis of  
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and, along 
with a copy of this certificate, published on a public website* before 1 July 2019. By signing this certificate you 
are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.


TELEPHONE NUMBER


Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer


SIGNATURE REQUIRED DD/MM/YY
Date


DD/MM/YY
Date


Telephone number


SIGNATURE REQUIRED
Signed by Chairman


EMAIL ADDRESS REQUIRED
Email


PUBLISHED WEBSITE ADDRESS
*Published web address


ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY


ENTER AMOUNT £00,000


ENTER AMOUNT £00,000


Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 Part 2  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities


ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not both) 
as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor.





		Annual gross income: 12234.76

		Annual gross expenditure: 9640.51

		Date1: 04.04.2019

		Date2: 04.04.2019

		Email address: colinchapman@lineone.net

		Telehone number: 01326 221648

		Published web address: www.germoeparishcouncil.org.uk

		Name of Authority: Germoe Parish Council
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR MARCH 31, 2019 
 
 
       Y/E               Y/E 
31.03.2018         31.03.2019 
    RECEIPTS 
 


  9,000.00   Precept       9,200.00 
  1,197.13   LMP Footpath reimbursements    1,234.89 
         6.98   Interest              6.96 
     500.00   Donations and other receipts         
     452.57   Grants           677.73 
  1,075.40   VAT reimbursement         962.06 
       76.22   Churchyard Grant         153.12 
_________         _________ 
 
12,308.30         12,234.76 
_________         _________ 
 
    PAYMENTS 
     


  3,363.36   Clerk’s Salary       3,510.91 
     137.00   Travel           157.00 
  1,203.47   Administration         998.19 
     288.46   Insurance          335.00 
    Subscriptions           
       20.00   Councillors Training           12.00 
     243.00   Audit           143.00 
    Bank charges      
    Advertising      
     233.56   Election expenses     
    Miscellaneous purchases        47.92 
  1,139.89   Maintenance/repairs     
  1,276.22   Donations and grants         953.12 
  2,818.73   Footpaths and open spaces     2,444.25 
     962.06   VAT           588.54 
     716.66   Projects          450.58 
_________         _________ 
 
12,402.41           9,640.51 
_________         _________ 
 
(      94.11)   NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENT   ( 2,594.25) 
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GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT MARCH 31, 2019 
 
 
Summary 
 


Opening Balance as at April 1, 2018       3,600.07 
Add receipts        12,234.76 
         _________ 
 


         15,834.83 
Less payments                  (  9,640.51) 
         _________ 
 
 


Closing Balance as at March 31, 2019      6,194.32 
 
 
 
Represented by     
 


Cash at Bank as at March 31, 2019 
  Current Account         6,194.32 
         _________ 
 


Net Assets          6,194.32 
 
 
 
 







 3 


GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL    
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2019 
 
1. ASSETS 
 


The assets owned by the Council as at March 31, 2019 are listed below  
 
       Cost            Estimated 


        Replacement 
 


Community Assets 
 


  Germoe Cross Roads Bus Shelter  e 150.00    8,427 
  Tregonning Hill War Memorial   e   60.00    6,502 
 
  Boundary Stones 
   Millpool      e  75.00        479 
   Keneggy Downs    e  75.00        479 
   Ashton Toll House    e  75.00        479 
   Ashton Higher Row   e  75.00        479 
   Great Work    e  75.00        479 
   Tregonning Hill (reservoir end)  e  20.00        479 
   Tregonning Hill (west of Signal House) e  20.00        479 
 


  Welcoming Stones 
 Germoe Cross Roads      400.00       582 
 Tresowes  (A394)       400.00       582 
 Nevada House       400.00       582 
 Great Work       400.00       582 
 Greenberry Down  (boundary marker) e   75.00       582 
 


  Interpretation Stones  
   Greenberry Downs      800.00      1,144 
 
 
Sub totals carried forward   3,100.00              22,336 
 
 
 
 
*   there were no additions to this list during the course of the current financial year 
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GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL    
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2019 
 
1. ASSETS (continued) 
 


 
Other Assets 
      Cost              Estimated 


         Replacement 
 
  The Adit, Tresowes Hill         1.00 
  St Germoe’s Well          1.00 
 
 


  Preachers’ Pit  (leasehold)         1.00 25 year lease commencing March 2006 
 Interpretation stone      700.00         936 
 Granite bench      900.00      1,300 
 


  Notice Boards 
   Newtown       271.00      1,352 
   Germoe                1,021.64      1,352 
   Tresowes Green      271.00      1,352 
   Tregonning Hill                1,210.00      1,352 
   Balwest        711.48      1,352 
   Great Work                1,210.00      1,352 
 


  Office Equipment 
   Filing cabinet        50.00         104 
 


  Public Seats 
   Balwest       200.00         520 
   Church Green gate      388.30         520 
   Church Green road      388.30         520 
   Great Work      388.30         520 
   Moors Lane      388.30         520 
   Rocky Lane      388.30         520 
 Tregonning Hill West     130.00         520 
 Tregonning Hill East     130.00         520 
 Tresowes Green        85.00         520 
 *Tregonning Hill (Preachers Pit)    439.00         520 
 


  Beacon (gas)       309.00         364 
 
  Defibrillator (Balwest)   1,599.00      1,665 
  Defibrillator (Germoe)   1,285.00      1,457 
 


 
 
 


Other Assets              12,466.62                 19,138 
 


Community Assets   3,100.00                 22,336 
 


Totals               15,566.62                 41,474  
 
 
Total asset value at cost cf Accounts & Audit Regulations 2017    £15,566.62  
  
 
 
*   additions during the course of the current financial year 
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GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2019 continued 
 
 
2. INSURANCE 
 


Germoe Parish Council is insured with AXA Insurance Ltd Policy number RGBDX6962034 renewable on  
June 1, 2019 for the following eventualities (policy excess £250.00) 
 


Mandatory cover 
 Public liability       £10,000,000 
 Employers Liability      £10,000,000 
 


Legal Liabilities 
 Money 
    non-negotiable       £     250,000 
    negotiable        £         2,500 
 Employee dishonesty (Fidelity Guarantee)  £     150,000 
 Commercial legal protection     £     100,000 
 Officials’ indemnity      £     500,000 
 Hirers’ liability       £  5,000,000 


 


Optional cover 
 Libel and slander       £     500,000 
 Property damage (War Memorial)    £    6,744.05 
 Property damage notice boards at Great Work,  
     Nevada House, Balwest and Churchtown  £    5,159.53 
 Defibrillators and cabinets     £    5,000.00 
 


Also included in the cover at no extra charge on the premium are the following 
 Hirers’ Liability        £  5,000,000 
 Keyman Cover       £       250.00 per week (max 26 weeks)# 
 Personal accident (16-80) 
    capital benefit (up to)      £     100,000 
    temporary total disablement (per week)  £       500.00 


 
3. BORROWINGS 
 


As at March 31, 2019 the Council had no borrowings 
 
4. LEASES 
 


As at March 31, 2019 there were no leases in operation 
 
5. DEBTS OUTSTANDING 
 


As at March 31, 2019 a claim to H.M.Revenue and Customs for repayment of VAT for the year 2018/2019 in 
the sum of £ 588.54 had not been received.  
 
6. TENANCIES 
 


As at March 31, 2019 the Council was engaged in a leasehold tenancy of the Preachers’ Pit at a peppercorn 
rent (if demanded) with Mr Christopher Andrew Reynolds and Mrs Belinda Josephine Reynolds and their 
successors of Stony Acres, Tregonning Hill. The freehold of the Preachers’ Pit was sold on October 5, 2016 
to Mrs Claire Rampley. The lease began on April 18, 2006 and the land is let on a peppercorn rent if 
demanded to the Parish Council as tenants with full title guarantee for 25 years (to April 2031). 
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GERMOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2019 continued 
 
 
7. S137 PAYMENTS  
 


Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 enables Parish Councils to spend up to the product of £7.86 
per elector for the benefit of people in the area on activities or projects not specifically authorised by other 
powers. 
 


The limit for Germoe Parish Council in the year of account was £3,387.66 (431 electors x £7.86) and 
payments were made to: 
 


Cornwall Air Ambulance     100.00 
Balwest Methodist Church Christmas)    100.00 


   Royal British Legion (Poppy Appeal)      50.00 
   Germoe Christmas celebrations       100.00 
   Sowenna Appeal        100.00 
         _________ 


           450.00 
 
8. OTHER PAYMENTS  
 


Section 214(6) of the Local Government Act 1972 provides that a burial authority may contribute towards 
the expenses incurred by any person in providing or maintaining a cemetery in which the inhabitants of the 
authority’s area may be buried. 
 


Under this power  
£ 350.00  was sent to Balwest Methodist Church 
£ 153.12 was sent to St Germoe PCC (grant received from Cornwall Council) 


 
9. FUTURE COMMITMENTS 
 


The Parish Council has no future financial commitments.  
 
 
I certify that these accounts present a true and fair view of the financial position of Germoe Parish Council at 
the end of the year 2018/2019 
 
 
Signed ………………………………  (Responsible Financial Officer)        Date ……………………......... 
 
 
 
 
These accounts were agreed at the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on April 4, 2019 as presenting a true 
and fair view of the financial position of Germoe Parish Council at the end of the year 2018/2019  
 
 
Signed ………………………………  (Chairman)         Date …………………….........   
 
 





		Cost            Estimated

		Replacement

		Tregonning Hill War Memorial   e   60.00    6,502



		Interpretation Stones

		Sub totals carried forward   3,100.00              22,336

		Other Assets

		Cost              Estimated

		Replacement

		Notice Boards

		Office Equipment

		Public Seats

		Other Assets              12,466.62                 19,138

		Community Assets   3,100.00                 22,336

		Totals               15,566.62                 41,474






Germoe Parish Council


It is a requirement for the Council to approve the following and record that approval as a council minute.


Statement of Assurance (Agenda Item 9)


1
We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.


which means that the Council has prepared its accounting statements in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations


Proposed answer YES


This has all been done: a budget was prepared in December 2017 prior to setting the precept; an internal auditor was appointed at the Annual Meeting in May 2018; the Parish Clerk was appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer when he joined the Council in 2002; no cheques have been issued without being authorised by the full Council; every month a ‘snapshot’ of the Council’s financial position to date showing what has been spent and what has been received in the year to date and a bank reconciliation has been made available to Councillors; 

2
We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.


which means that the Council made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge


Proposed answer YES


The Parish Council maintains a bank account solely for Parish Council purposes; all cheques require two signatures; both the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations documents were re-adopted at the Annual meeting in May 2017; no cash sums change hands; PAYE is deducted from employees’ salaries and paid to HMRC using its Basic PAYE Tools RTI computer programme; VAT is reclaimed from HMRC on an annual basis; the Council has no loans or long-term liabilities. Cllr Mrs Praed inspected and approved the accounts on two occasions during the course of the financial year.

3
We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this smaller authority to conduct its business or on its finances.


which means that the Council has only done what it has the legal power to do and has complied with proper practices in doing so


Proposed answer YES


The Clerk has advised the Council if a proposed course of action is ultra vires; donations are made using the appropriate power 


4
We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.


which means that the Council during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts


Proposed answer YES


A notice was posted both on the parish notice-boards and on the web-site offering electors the opportunity to inspect the accounts in full; a copy of the unaudited Annual Return was published on the Parish Council’s web pages as was a copy of the audited Return.


PLEASE TURN OVER


5
We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this smaller authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.


which means that the Council considered the financial and other risks it faces and has dealt with them properly


Proposed answer YES


PAYE deductions and VAT refunds are paid and reclaimed promptly and within the time limits set by HMRC; the Council’s risk on all fronts (Public Liability, Fidelity Guarantee, buildings, work done by volunteers) is covered by under its Insurance policy which is reviewed on an annual basis usually in March; the Council readopted its Risk Assessment document at the Annual Meeting in May


6
We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems.


which means that the Council arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.


Proposed answer YES


Peter Richards acts as the Council’s Internal Auditor; he was Kerrier District Council’s Senior Auditor and holds the following qualifications Practitioner with the Institute of Internal Auditors, Fellow Member of the Association of Accounting Technicians Diploma in Management Studies

7
We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.


which means that the Council responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit


Proposed answer YES


No matters were raised by the Internal Auditor

8
 We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions occurring either during or after the year end, have a financial impact on this smaller authority and, where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements.


which means that we have disclosed everything it should have about its business activity during the year including events taking place after the year-end if relevant 


Proposed answer YES


