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Germoe Parish Council
D. Rutherford
Clerk to the Council

Trethewey Cottage
Trethewey Lane

Germoe

TR20 9QU
telephone 07872 862232
GermoeParishClerk@hotmail.com
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Germoe Parish Council held on Thursday October 05, 2023 at 7:00pm in Balwest Methodist Schoolroom. 

Present:

Cllr Mrs G. Praed

Cllr Mrs J. Goddard



Cllr Mrs K. Doeser

Cllr M. Peters



Cllr G.. Bell


Cllr Mrs V. Marshall


Mr C. Chapman (Former Clerk)
Mr D. Rutherford (Clerk)

Visitor: CCllr J keeling
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2 Declarations of Interest
A) in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
B) of gifts (received as a result of being a member of the Council) of a value greater than £50
There were no declarations of gifts relating to membership of the Council of a value greater than £50.
3
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of previous meeting

Cllr Mrs Doeser proposed, Cllr Peters seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 
September 7, 2023 are a true record and the Chairman signed them as such.
4
MATTERS ARISING and not covered elsewhere on this agenda
It was noted there were no repercussions following the removal of the large solar powered Cross on the Memorial on Tregonning Hill.
5
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None
6
CORNWALL COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 

CCllr Keeling had earlier circulated the following report

CCllr Keeling has attended Cornwall Council, planning, CAP South Kerrier and inshore fishing association meetings.

The main push now is for an early 2024/25 balanced budget in February next year. So far the council intends to incorporate a 4.99% increase, this includes a 2% Adult Social Care precept without the requirement to hold a public referendum for residents. From 2024/25 the Medium Financial Plan assumes a core council tax rise of 1.99% only. However, this will be reviewed in due course if government announces any changes to the referendum or ASC precept.

An early indication is that the 2024/25  Band D charge will be £1,892.73 an annual increase of £89.96 or £1.73 per week. As an aside Cornwall Council’s Council Tax remains still one of the lowest in the southwest. 
My scrutiny committee is providing the oversight of the budget preparations, in what is for all local authorities still a very difficult financial situation.

I have been trying to sort various planning and enforcement situations out via TEAMs meetings with the relevant officers. However, I have no wish to make any comments until those issues have been sorted out via the legal and proper channels.

The CAP South Kerrier meeting held of the 18th of September was a mix of face to face and virtual. Nevertheless, the meeting was essentially a priority setting exercise and how those fit into our organisation’s priorities. I am keen to get the sub-groups moving, particularly on available funding streams as well as the Highway scheme.
Considerable discussion followed the A394 route review. Cllr Doeser asked if the Final scheme was available online yet, Cllr Keeling advised he would check. 
Cllr Peters enquired about CAP Priorities and the ability to feed into these deliberations. 

7
PARISH MATTERS

Vacancy in the Office of Councillor

Members noted that there have been no formal expressions of interest in co-option and it was agreed to advertise the vacancy on the notice-boards once again. It was confirmed at the Meeting that to date no applications have been received. 
Neighbourhood Priorities Questionnaire
Cllr Bell handed out an example neighbourhood priorities questionnaire to introduce and aid discussion on how the Parish Council might identify resident needs going forward. It was agreed to make this an agenda item for the next meeting. 
HGV Traffic

A discussion was held on how to discourage HGVs from driving through the village and up to the Ashton-Great work road. CCllr Keeling will ask highways to work on a scheme to assist in this matter. 
8
PLANNING 
To make observations on planning applications including the following
PA23/07522  Mr W.Menhennet – Demolition of existing barn and shed and construction of agricultural barn for storage of machinery & market garden storage – Chywoon, Rosudgeon – It was agreed to support this application.
Decisions received from the Planning Authority
PA23/05211  GRANTED – Certificate of Lawfulness Existing use for ancillary purposes to the caravan site including.
recreation, amenity and storage uses – Boscrege Caravan and Camping Park, Boscrege - Noted
PA23/07094  DECIDED NOT MAKE A T.P.O. – Works to trees within a conservation area: Two dead Elm trees to be removed (T1 & T2) – Hillside, Tresowes Hill - Noted
9
FINANCE
The Former Clerk (Colin Chapman) presented Councillors with a statement of Germoe Parish Council’s financial position as at October 5, 2023. A copy of that statement is attached to these minutes.
The receipt of payment of a grant in the sum of £174.95 from Cornwall Council towards the of upkeep of

the Closed Churchyard was noted.  Cllr K Doeser proposed, Cllr J Goddard Seconded all others in favour that it was agreed to forward that sum to St Germoe Parochial Church Council
Members considered a request from the Germoe Village Association both for a donation towards the cost of Christmas celebrations within the village and for those events to be included on the Parish Council’s insurance policy. Following discussion, Cllr Mrs Doeser proposed Cllr Mrs Goddard seconded, all in favour both that under the terms of Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 the sum of £150.00 should be forwarded to the Germoe Village Association to be put towards costs relating to Christmas celebrations within the village and that those celebrations should be overseen by a Germoe Parish Council Advisory Committee (and that they would therefore be covered by the Parish Council’s insurance policy). Cllr Bell will be a member of this Committee.

Members noted that a wreath for the Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday Service has been ordered and considered the question of a donation towards the work of the Royal British Legion. Cllr Mrs Doeser proposed, Cllr Mrs Goddard seconded all others in favour that, under the terms of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972, Germoe Parish Council should forward the sum of £50.00 to the Royal British Legion.
The following accounts were presented for consideration: 
 






Gross
  NET
  
  vat
Colin Chapman






Salary (September)


£ 277.41 


telephone 



£   21.92


office expenses


£   27.73


travelling



£   10.00


use of home as office

£   20.00







total
£ 357.06
A S Taylor





£ 112.34
£   93.62
£ 18.72
R.Sanders (open spaces)




£ 240.00
£ 200.00
£  40.00







total
£ 312.34
To note the following receipts








 Gross
   Net

  vat
Cornwall Council



LMP payment


£ 1,139.60

Closed Cemetery 


£    174.95







total
£ 1,314.55

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Doeser, seconded by Cllr V Marshall and agreed that the above three accounts should be paid.
10
REPORT OF CLERK AND CORRESPONDENCE

None 
11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 

Cllr Marshall asked if there was any news on the sale of Tregonning Hill. There is no news we are aware of to date.
Cllr Doeser advised that she had attended the CAP Meeting on behalf of the council. 

12
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

The Chairman gave her thanks to Colin Chapman for his outstanding work as Parish Clerk over the last 21 years. This was roundly supported by all Council members. 
13
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

· To consider ways of determining residents’ views about the locality and the priorities they would like to see addressed.
· To consider ways of discouraging drivers of HGVs from driving through the village and on up to the Ashton-Great Work road.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday November 02, 2023 at 7.00pm in Germoe Church
Signed…………………………………………

Dated……………………………..
Chairman’s initials…………..
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